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I could have wished, in estimating our course by the compass;
I therefore used the more attention to correct it by different
methods. Neither am I certain that my allowance of seventy
miles to a degree is right; as adjusting the log line to that
length has never yet answered at sea.
It is a pity the gentlemen residing at Aleppo or Busserah
have not endeavoured to come at this truth. No people on
earth have a better opportunity, for near either of those places
may be found several hundred miles almost as level as the sea,
where, by means of a theodolite and chain, proper observa-
tions might be made for ascertaining this very essential
proposition.
Though this passage proved long, it did not fatigue me so
much as I expected, and was I to undertake it again in the
winter, which I must here observe is the properest time, I
would bring both horses and camels, particularly from Aleppo,
where the former may be bought at such price as to be sold
to advantage at Busserah. By which convenience one may
occasionally either ride before or stay behind the caravan, to
view the ruins or antient buildings (which cannot be done on a
camel); and half freight for the latter would carry water,
provisions, and corn for the horses. It is not amiss to caution
travellers that locks and keys are extremely necessary against
the Arab camellers, who have not the greatest regard for the
eighth article of the Decalogue.
On a returning passage from Busserah, you may there buy
camels at about forty rupees per head, and they commonly
sell at Aleppo for as many dollars; which yields a profit of
near cent, per cent. The hire of a cameller to look after and
drive eight or ten of them is only eight or ten dollars for the
journey.
The freight of a camel loaded with five hundred pounds
weight of goods is seven pounds sterling, and the hire of one
to ride upon about half that sum. I paid 3/. 5$., or twenty-
six piasters, and had about two hundredweight of provisions
and effects.
This journey greatly resembles a voyage at sea, where good
salt and dried provisions are very convenient, as well as some